POLITICAL SCIENCE 526
The New Religious Politics
Professor G. Shabad

Office: 2080 Derby Hall

Phone: 292-1047; email shabad.1@osu.edu
Off Hrs.: Tues 11-12; Thurs., 1:30-2:30, and by appt.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course will examine the relationship between religion and politics in a variety of countries around the world. Despite the predicted decline of religiosity and the role of religion in public life, religion appears to play an increasingly important and contentious role in the political life of democratic and non-democratic and advanced and developing countries alike. How might this be explained? Why, for example, is the United States one of the most religious societies in the advanced democratic world and why are religious issues so prominent on the American political agenda? How do religious beliefs and practices affect political behavior in various countries? A second set of questions concerns variation in the nature of “church-state” relations around the world. What accounts for such differences and how do varying church-state relations affect the politicization of religiously-based social divisions? A final set of issues to be addressed focuses on the relationship between democracy and religion, particularly the compatibility or incompatibility of particular religious traditions or of heightened religiosity on the emergence and sustainability of democratic politics.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS and GRADING
You have several responsibilities in the course.  As this class is small in size, you should do a thorough reading of the assigned materials before we discuss them in class, be sure to attend class regularly, and be prepared to participate in class discussions. It is also important for you to carry out all assignments for the course appropriately and on time. Most of all, to do well in the course you should think carefully about the issues discussed in the readings and in class sessions, and apply your learning and thinking to class discussions and written assignments.
My main responsibility is to do everything I can to help you to understand, given the limitations of time, the complexity of the relationship between religion and politics.  This means that you should let me know any time that you need help, especially if you are having difficulty with course material or an assignment. And you should also let me know when something is not working as well as it should – for instance, if I do not present material clearly in class. You are always welcome to see me during my office hours. If those scheduled hours are not a good time for you, we can arrange another time to meet. You should also feel free to send me an email message at any time if you have a question. I check e-mail regularly and typically respond very quickly (except during weekends).

The overall grade for the course will be determined by the following:

(a) Three short papers (each about 5-7 double-spaced typed pages in length): 15% each*
(b)  Final exam (essay format): 45% Tues. December 4th, 7:30-9:18 am
(c)  In-class participation: 5%

(d)  Attendance: 5% 
*Each of the papers will require you to apply what you’ve learned from class discussions and assigned readings to an issue that is theoretically important and relevant to current politics. Each paper will involve some minimal research or additional reading. Suggested topics for each paper will be distributed about two weeks prior to the due date (to be announced in class).  The general guidelines for the papers are the ones you would expect: a hard copy of your paper (no papers submitted by e-mail) must be handed in by the due date (points will be deducted for lateness, e.g., from a B+ to a B); and both substantive content, and quality of your analysis and writing (correct grammar, syntax, spelling, and punctuation) are important, as is sufficient and consistent use of citation where appropriate. Plagiarism (see below) is a serious offense that will be handled under university disciplinary procedures.
ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).
DISABILITY 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disabilities Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu.

REQUIRED READINGS
Kenneth D. Wald and Allison Calhoun-Brown, Religion and Politics in the United States, 5th ed. (Lanham, MD., Littlefield Publishers, 2007. 

The above book is in paperback and may be purchased at Barnes and Noble – OSU Bookstore on High Street.

All other readings and handouts have been prepared as PDF files that you can access via this course’s Carmen website, http://www.Carmen.osu.edu, where you should sign in using your usual OSU login and password. Please contact me immediately if you are unable to access and print from the course website. I STRONGLY suggest that you download each reading so that you can highlight important points.

Including the chapters in the assigned text, the readings come to about a total of 700 pages.
COURSE TOPICS AND READINGS*
*Every effort will be made to stick to the following schedule. However, much depends on the extent of class discussion and the scheduling of a few films. At the beginning of each class session, I will let you know where you ought to be in the readings for the following session. 

Sept. 19
Introduction



Questions to be addressed

PART I
Secularization: Theory and Evidence

Sept. 24
The Theory of Secularization: Modernization and Religion – having it both ways?


Readings: 
[1] Gill, Anthony, “Religion and Comparative Politics,” Annual Review of Political Science  (June 2001), 117-38. 
[2] Pippa Norris and Ronald Inglehart, Sacred and Secular: Religion and Politics Worldwide. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004) pp. 7-13. 
[3] Religion and Politics in the United States, pp. 4-8.
Sept. 26
Secularization: A Panoramic View of the Evidence



Readings:



[1] Norris and Inglehart, Sacred and Secular, pp. 58, 60, 72, 90, 91.
PART II
Religion and Politics in Advanced Democracies
Oct. 1,3,8,10
The Outlier among Advanced Democracies? Religion and Politics in the United States



Readings:


[1] Religion and Politics in the United States, pp. 1-64, 183-205.
Oct. 15, 17,
The Cases that Fit? Religion and Politics in Western Europe
22

Readings:


[1]Russell Dalton, Citizen Politics: Public Opinion and Political Parties in [2]Advanced Industrial Democracies, 3rd ed. (New York: Chatham House Publishers, 2002). Pp. 154-62. 


[3]Aristede R. Zolberg and Long Litt Woon, “Why Islam is Like Spanish: Cultural Incorporation in Europe and the United States,” Politics and Society (March 1999), pp. 13-20 only. 


[4]Joel S. Fetzer and J. Christopher Soper, Muslims and the State in Britain, France and Germany. (Cambridge” Cambridge University Press, 2005), pp. 62-97.



[5]Peter J. Katzenstein, “Multiple Modernities as limits to secular Europeanization,” in Timothy A. Byrnes and Peter J. Katzenstein, eds., Religion in an Expanding Europe. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006), pp. 1-33.



[6] Jose Casanova, “Religion, European Secular Identities, and European integration,” in Byrnes and Katzenstein, eds., pp. 65-92. 
PART III
The Politicization of Religious Divisions 
Oct. 23, 29
Motive, Means, and Opportunity


Readings:



[1]Kenneth D. Wald, Adam L. Silverman, and Kevin S. Fridy, “Making Sense of Religion in Political Life,” Annual Review of Political Science (June 2005), 121-43. 



[2] Religion and Politics in the United States, pp. 109-182, 206-46. 



[3]Nikki Keddie, “The New Religious Politics: Where, When, and Why do “Fundamentalisms” Appear? Contemporary Studies of Society and History (1998), 696-723. 
Nov.1,5,7,12
Church-State Relations


Readings:


[1] Religion and Politics in the United States, pp. 65-108.
[2] Fetzer and Soper, Muslims and the State in Britain, France and Germany. pp. 25-61; review 62-97, 146-57. 
PART IV
Religion and Democracy

Nov. 14, 19
How Religion and Democracy Can Be Reconciled


Readings:
[1] Alfred Stepan, “Religion, Democracy and the “Twin Tolerations,” Journal of Democracy (October 2000), 37-57. 


[2] Stathis Kalyvas, “Commitment Problems in Emerging Democracies: The Case of Religious Parties,” Comparative Politics (July 2000), 379-98. 


[3] John Anderson, “Catholicism and Democratic Consolidation in Spain and Poland,” in John T.S. Madeley and Zsolt Enyedi, eds., Church and State in Contemporary Europe (London: Frank Cass Pub., 2003), pp. 137-156. 


[4] Religion and Politics in the United States, pp. 348-72.
Nov. 21, 26, 38
Can Religion and Democracy be Reconciled?


Readings: 


[1] Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs (Summer 1993), 22-49.


[2] Sumit Ganguly, “The Crisis of Indian Secularism,” Journal of Democracy (October 2003), 11-25.


[3] Norris and Inglehart, Sacred and Secular, pp.  133-56. 


[4] Bassam Tibi, “Europeanizing Islam or the Islamization of Europe: political democracy vs. cultural difference,” in Byrnes and Katzenstein, eds. Religion in an Expanding Europe, pp. 204-24. 



[5] M. Hakan Yavuz, “Islam and Europeanization in Turks-Muslim socio-political movements,” in Byrnes and Katzenstein, eds., Religion in an Expanding Europe, pp. 225-55. 
[6] Saiful Mujani and R. William Liddle, “Indonesia’s Approaching Elections: Politics, Islam, and Public Opinion,” Journal of Democracy (January 2004), 109-23.
[7] Alfred Stepan with Graeme B. Robertson, “An ‘Arab’ More than Muslim’ Electoral Gap,” Journal of Democracy (July 2003), 30-44.
Tues., Dec. 4
7:30-9:18 am
******************FINAL EXAM*****************************

